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Endicott promised implicit obedience. The prisoners were
released from the jail, and they and their friends outside
were for the first time permitted to meet together in Boston,
and praise God for their deliverance. That the persecution
did not cease is true. But ever after the hunted Quakers
breathed more freely, and felt that the end of their long
night of tribulation was near. That the prisoners were not
sent to England was probably due to the fears of the gov-
ernor and his advisers that their doings would not bear a
legal investigation. The only way of evading the king's
requisition was to have no prisoners in the jail. " Drake's
History of Boston," page 357, says, " An order was issued
for the discharge of the Quakers then in prison. William
Salter was the prison-keeper. There were, a little previous
to this, twenty-eight persons lying in Boston jail, one of
whom, "Wenlock Christison, was under sentence of death."

In Bryant and Gay's " History of the United States," vol.
ii., page 197, it is stated that " William Salter, keeper of
Boston jail, was at once ordered to release and discharge all
the Quakers in his custody." In the journal of George Fol
it is said, in relation to this matter, that " the passengers in
the ship and the Friends in the town met together, and
offered up praise and thanksgiving to God, who had so won-
derfully delivered them out of the teeth of the devourer ; "
and that, while they were thus met, " in came a poor Friend,
who, being sentenced by their bloody law to die, had lain
some time in irons, expecting execution." Dr. Evans, in his
carefully compiled " History of Friends in the Seventeenth
Century," says, " The council issued an order to the keeper
of the prison to set at liberty all the Quakers then in confine-
ment." (Page 250.)

I think it will be seen that there was a " general jail deliv-
ery " in consequence of the king's demand ; that the Friends
met together and thanked God for their deliverance, and that
*' one appointed to die," and who had lain in irons expect-
ing death, was with them. It has been said that Wenlock
Christison was released before Shattuck's arrival, in conse-
quence of his "recantation." He recanted nothing. He
stated only that he found a freedom in his mind to depart